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Working together for healthier mothers and babies
June 9, 2015
Dear Newborn Care Provider:
	The West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources (DHHR) Office of Maternal, Child and Family Health (OMCFH) has worked with the WV Perinatal Partnership to assemble a toolkit to help support your efforts to screen for Critical Congenital Heart Disease (CCHD).  
	 West Virginia has been on the forefront of CCHD detection due to House Bill 4327 establishing the expectation that all infants born in a licensed health care facility be screened for CCHD by using pulse oximetry.  Standardized screening is essential in case finding those infants with CCHD and assuring that we are all providing safe, evidence based and well-defined care for newborns.  We want to assure that all delivering facilities have access to screening techniques that will stand up to rigorous review.  
	Since the implementation of NB pulse oximetry screening, we have received valuable data that will allow us to improve outcomes.  The first year data shows that of 20,115 births, 17,120 were screened, 579 were not screened; 2,163 were missing and 253 were NICU admissions.  Of those screened, 17,101 passed, 19 failed, and 7 were diagnosed with CCHD.  
As you can see, data reporting can be improved.  Sometimes the data is missing entirely.  In addition, there are numerous infants being reported as having 100% in both extremities, perhaps caused by well-intentioned providers who want to give the baby every chance of passing thereby unintentionally skewing the results.  The most common error we currently see is interpreting the “middle” scenario where a difference of > 3 % is not repeated.  For example, a 96% in the right hand and a 100% in the right foot is a positive screen and needs to be repeated.  We also see infants who have failed the screen who do not get pediatric echocardiograms ordered.
	 The WV CCHD Toolkit provides nurses and physicians with DVDs and online links to the National Children’s Medical Center CCHD educational video.  It is a robust synopsis of CCHD screening techniques.  Funded by HRSA, this program was obtained at no charge to the WV Perinatal Partnership.  In addition, we have sample competency checklists, policies, WV Code, important information from our Birth Score 

Office and updated referral information.  A laminated algorithm for screening and parent education brochures, DVDs and links to sites in English and Spanish are included.  Patient education DVDs in 4 other languages (Russian, French, Chinese and Arabic) are available if needed.  This makes a great Quality Improvement initiative for hospital accreditation.  These materials will be distributed to each hospital.  
 	The Birth Score Office, Office of Maternal, Child, and Family Health and the WV Perinatal Partnership request that each delivering hospital partner with us to review screening and referral practices for quality, and to review and update their policies as needed so every infant is screened and CCHD detected early.  If you have any questions or more information, please contact Shauna Lively at shauna.lively@gmail.com or 304-516-1083.  
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